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court, wherever we may be, within the first fifteen days follow-
ing that on which he summons them; under this we command
any public notary whatever, who is called for this purpose, that
forthwith he shall give to him, who shows this letter, a testi-
mony, signed by his hand, wherefore we may know that our
command has been obeyed. Given in the city of Toro, on the
sixteenth day of the month of December in the year of the birth
of Our Lord Jesus Christ one thousand four hundred and
seventy-six.

I the king.       I the queen.

93. ROYAL AUTHORITY TO THE MEN OF PALOS &c. TO SAIL
TO MINA. SEVILLE. 4 MARCH 1478 '.

Dona Isabel [etc.] To my chief admiral of the sea and his
deputy, and to my cBief justice, and to my captain-major of the
sea, and to my adelantados, judges of appeal, and to all the
councils, magistrates, justices of the peace, constables, members
of the twenty-four, knights, provosts, aldermen, esquires,
officers and homes buenos, as well of the most noble and most
loyal city of Sevilla and of all other cities and towns and houses
of Andalucid, and of the town of Bilbao, and of my noble and
loyal count of Viscaya, as of all other cities and towns and
houses of the said count, and of all my other kingdoms and lord-
ships, both those which are seaports and others whatsoever, and
to my captain and captains and men-at-arms of the fleet, which
I have commanded or shall command to be equipped, and to
the masters and patrons and boatswains of warships and galleys
and barks and of other ships and vessels whatsoever, which sail
and will sail through the seas and for the ports and havens of
my kingdoms and lordships, and to other persons whatsoever,
my vassals and subjects and naturals, of whatsoever estate or
condition, preeminence or dignity they may be, and to any men-
at-arms whatsoever, who are or will be in the service and obedi-
ence of the king, my lord, or of me, and to each and all whatso-

* Pacheco, Colecdon, xxxvni, 54-61. Translated. This authority, given to
the men of Palos, seems to have been in preparation for the expedition,
described below in docs. 94-8.
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